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ORANGE COUNTY FIREFIGHTER INDICTED ON INTERNET CHILD 
PORNOGRAPHY CHARGES 

LOS ANGELES – A firefighter for the Orange County Fire Authority was arrested by U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents today following his indictment on federal 
charges for possession and distribution of child pornography over the Internet, including graphic 
images of rape, and bondage involving infants and young girls. 

Tyrone A. Ganoe, 41, was taken into custody this morning by ICE agents. The investigation into 
Ganoe began after an ICE undercover agent monitoring the Internet downloaded several video files 
depicting graphic scenes of child pornography using a peer-to-peer file sharing program known as 
LimeWire. The images were ultimately traced to Ganoe’s Internet address. ICE agents executed a 
federal search warrant at Ganoe’s Norwalk home and seized his computer. An analysis of the 
computer’s hard drive turned up more than 70 images and movie files involving child pornography, 
including one depicting a young girl being sexually violated by a dog. 

“Those who engage in the exploitation of children should no longer expect the anonymity of 
cyberspace to protect them,” said Kevin Jeffery, acting special agent in charge for ICE investigations 
in Los Angeles. “This case is particularly troubling because of the suspect’s position in the 
community and the graphic nature of the material involved.” 

Ganoe is expected to make his initial appearance in federal court in Los Angeles later today. If 
convicted of all of the charges, he faces a mandatory minimum sentence of five years and a statutory 
maximum penalty of 15 years in prison. The Orange County Fire Authority is cooperating fully with 
the investigation. While there is no information that Ganoe had inappropriate contact with juveniles 
here, ICE is releasing a photo of the firefighter to ensure there are no unidentified local victims. ICE 
urges anyone in the community who may have more information related to this case to contact ICE’s 
Long Beach Office at (562) 624-3800 or use the agency’s 24-hour, toll-free hot line, 
1-866-DHS-2ICE. 

Ganoe’s arrest is part of ICE’s Operation Predator, an ongoing ICE enforcement initiative to 
identify, investigate, arrest and, in the case of foreign nationals, deport child sex predators. Since the 
initiative began in July 2003, ICE agents have arrested more than 6,500 individuals nationwide, 
including more than 1,700 in California. 
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ICE encourages the reporting of suspected child predators and any suspicious activity through its 
toll-free hotline at 1-866-DHS-2ICE. This hotline is staffed around the clock by investigators. 
Suspected child sexual exploitation or missing children may be reported to the National Center for 
Missing & Exploited Children, an Operation Predator partner, at 1-800-843-5678 or 
http://www.cybertipline.com. 

# ICE # 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative arm of the 
Department of Homeland Security. ICE is comprised of four integrated divisions that form a 21st century law 
enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


